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Welcome & Announcements 
 

Opening~ Hymn #231 
“Father, We Praise You” 

Father, we praise You, now the night is over, 

Active and watchful, stand now before You; 

Singing, we offer prayer and meditation; 

Thus we adore You. 

 

Monarch of all things, fit us for Your 

mansions; 

Banish our weakness, health and wholeness 

sending; 

Bring us to heaven, where Your saints united 

Joy without ending. 

 

All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, 

Trinity blessed, send us Your salvation; 

Yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding 

Through all creation. 

 

Call to Worship and Prayer 
 

Confession of Sin: 
P:     Let us confess our sins 

C: Gracious God in Heaven, we bow 

before You to confess to You that we 

have sinned and done that which is evil 

in Your sight.  We have walked in pride, 

we have not been as thankful, or 

forgiving as You would like us to be.  

Help us to show forth the fruits of Your 

Spirit, the love, joy and peace that You 

have shown to us.  And forgive us for all 

our wrong doing, even those stubborn 

habits that we struggle with, for we pray 

this in the Name of Jesus our Lord, 

Amen. 
 

Absolution: 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself, and cleanse us from all our 

sins that we may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

1st Lesson: Daniel 5:17-30 
Then Daniel answered before the king, 

“Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your 

rewards to another; nevertheless I will read the 

writing to the king and make known to him 

the interpretation.  O king, the Most High God 

gave Nebuchadnez′zar your father kingship 

and greatness and glory and majesty; and 

because of the greatness that he gave him, all 

peoples, nations, and languages trembled and 

feared before him; whom he would he slew, 

and whom he would he kept alive; whom he 

would he raised up, and whom he would he 

put down.  But when his heart was lifted up 

and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt 

proudly, he was deposed from his kingly 

throne, and his glory was taken from him; he 

was driven from among men, and his mind 

was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling 

was with the wild asses; he was fed grass like 

an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of 

heaven, until he knew that the Most High God 

rules the kingdom of men, and sets over it 

whom he will.  And you his son, Belshaz′zar, 

have not humbled your heart, though you 

knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself 

against the Lord of heaven; and the vessels of 

his house have been brought in before you, 

and you and your lords, your wives, and your 

concubines have drunk wine from them; and 

you have praised the gods of silver and gold, 

of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not 

see or hear or know, but the God in whose 

hand is your breath, and whose are all your 

ways, you have not honored. 

“Then from his presence the hand was 

sent, and this writing was inscribed.  And this 

is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, 

TEKEL, and PARSIN.  This is the interpretation 

of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the 

days of your kingdom and brought it to an 

end; TEKEL, you have been weighed in the 

balances and found wanting; PERES, your 

kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 

and Persians.” 

Then Belshaz′zar commanded, and 

Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of 

gold was put about his neck, and proclamation 

was made concerning him, that he should be 

the third ruler in the kingdom. 

That very night Belshaz′zar the 

Chalde′an king was slain. 
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 

 

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 3:7-16 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for 

the sake of Christ.  Indeed I count everything 

as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and count 

them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ 

and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own, based on law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith; 



that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, that if possible 

I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or 

am already perfect; but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 

his own.  Brethren, I do not consider that I 

have made it my own; but one thing I do, 

forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us who are 

mature be thus minded; and if in anything you 

are otherwise minded, God will reveal that 

also to you.  Only let us hold true to what we 

have attained. 
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 

 

Gospel Lesson: John 3:1-13 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, 

named Nicode′mus, a ruler of the Jews.  This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 

from God; for no one can do these signs that 

you do, unless God is with him.”  Jesus 

answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born anew, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.”  Nicode′mus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can 

he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 

and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do 

not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born anew.’  The wind blows where it wills, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it 

is with every one who is born of the Spirit.”  

Nicode′mus said to him, “How can this be?”  

Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand this?  

Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen; 

but you do not receive our testimony.  If I 

have told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things?  No one has ascended into 

heaven but he who descended from heaven, 

the Son of man.  
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 

 

Apostles Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into Hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; From where He shall come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 

Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Pulpit~ Hymn #511 
“Blessed Assurance” 

Blessed assurance Jesus is mine!  O what a 

foretaste of  

glory divine!  Heir of salvation, purchase of 

God,  

Born of his spirit washed in his blood 

 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight!  Visions 

of rapture now  

burst on my sight; Angels descending bring 

from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love 
 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

Praising my Savior all the day long 
 

Perfect submission all is at rest, I in my Savior 

am  

happy and blest; Watching and waiting, 

looking above,  

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

Message: Pastor Jon Benson 
“A Night Visitor” 

(The Mystery of the New Birth) 

John 3: 1-13 
 

Offertory 
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 



Closing 
“He Will Hold Me Fast” 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold 

me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold 

me fast. 

I could never keep my hold Through life’s 

fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me 

fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me 

fast. 

 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will 

hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me 

fast. 

He’ll not let my soul be lost; His Promises 

shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold 

me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me 

fast. 

 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold 

me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me 

fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold 

me fast 

“Till our faith is turned to sight, When He 

comes at last! 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me 

fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me 

fast. 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

May you be strengthened for His works this week. 


