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Welcome & Announcements 
 

Opening~ Hymn #142 
“Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still” 

Faith of our fathers, living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 

O how our hearts beat high with joy 

Whene’er we hear that glorious word: 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 

Were still in heart and conscience free; 

And blest would be their children’s fate, 

If they, like them should die for thee: 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

Faith of our fathers!  God’s great pow’r 

Shall win all nations unto thee; 

And thro’ the truth that comes from God 

Mankind shall then indeed be free: 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

Faith of our fathers, we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how 

By kindly words and virtuous life: 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 

 

Call to Worship and Prayer 
 

Confession of Sin: 
P:     Let us confess our sins 

C: Heavenly Father, we come before 

You this morning because of our old 

nature.  There is a part of us that only 

wants to make us turn away from You 

and do that which is evil.  At times 

Father, we have given in to this old 

nature and have sinned and fallen short 

of Your glory.  We confess this to You so 

that You may forgive us and cleanse us 

from that unrighteousness.  Wash us 

and make us clean in Your sight.  In the 

precious Name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

Absolution: 
The Lord enrich you with his grace, and 

nourish you with his blessing; the Lord defend 

you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the 

Lord accept your prayers, and absolve you 

from your offences, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Saviour. 

 

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

1st Lesson: Genesis 17:1-9 
When Abram was ninety-nine years 

old the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, 

and be blameless.  And I will make my 

covenant between me and you, and will 

multiply you exceedingly.”  Then Abram fell 

on his face; and God said to him, “Behold, my 

covenant is with you, and you shall be the 

father of a multitude of nations.  No longer 

shall your name be Abram, but your name 

shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 

father of a multitude of nations.  I will make 

you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and kings shall come forth 

from you.  And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your descendants 

after you throughout their generations for an 

everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 

your descendants after you.  And I will give to 

you, and to your descendants after you, the 

land of your sojournings, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I 

will be their God.” 

And God said to Abraham, “As for 

you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 

your descendants after you throughout their 

generations. 
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 
 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-9 
And you he made alive, when you 

were dead through the trespasses and sins in 

which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 

in the sons of disobedience.  Among these we 

all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 

following the desires of body and mind, and 

so we were by nature children of wrath, like 

the rest of mankind.  But God, who is rich in 

mercy, out of the great love with which he 

loved us, even when we were dead through 

our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 

raised us up with him, and made us sit with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that 

in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you 

have been saved through faith; and this is not 

your own doing, it is the gift of God— not 

because of works, lest any man should boast. 
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 



 

Apostles Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into Hell; The third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; From where He shall come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 

Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Pulpit~ Hymn #452 
“O Take My Hand, Dear Father” 

Oh, take my hand, dear Father, And lead Thou 

me, 

Till at my journey’s ending I dwell with Thee. 

Alone I dare not journey One single day, 

So do Thou guide my footsteps On life’s 

rough way. 
 

Oh, cover with Thy mercy My failing heart, 

Lest I in joy or sorrow, From Thee depart. 

Permit Thy child to linger Here at Thy feet, 

Thy goodness firmly  trusting With faith 

complete. 
 

Tho’ oft Thy pow’r but faintly May stir my 

soul, 

With Thee, my Light in darkness, I reach the 

goal. 

Take then my hand, dear Father, And lead 

Thou me, 

Till at my journey’s ending I dwell with Thee. 

 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 9:9-13 
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw 

a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; 

and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose 

and followed him. 

And as he sat at table in the house, 

behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and sat down with Jesus and his disciples.  

And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to 

his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he 

heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no 

need of a physician, but those who are sick.  

Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 

and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 
This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God! 

 

Message: Pastor Rodney Juell 
“How odd of God…” 

Matthew 9:9-13 
 

Offertory 
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

Closing~ Hymn #470 
“Make Me a Captive, Lord” 

Make me a captive, Lord,  

And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 

And I shall conqueror be. 

I sink in life's alarms 

When by myself I stand; 

Imprison me within Thine arms, 

And strong shall be my hand. 
 

My heart is weak and poor 

Until it master find; 

It has no spring of action sure, 

It varies with the wind. 

It cannot freely move 

Till thou hast wrought its chain; 

Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 

And deathless it shall reign. 
 

My power is faint and low 

Till I have learned to serve; 

It wants the needed fire to glow, 

It wants the breeze to nerve; 

It cannot drive the world 

Until itself be driven; 

Its flag can only be unfurled 

When thou shalt breathe from heaven. 
 

My will is not my own  

Till Thou hast made it Thine;  

If it would reach a monarch's throne 

It must its crown resign; 

It only stands unbent  

Amid the clashing strife,  

When on Thy bosom it has leant 

And found in Thee its life.  

  
Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

May you be strengthened for His works this week. 


