Newark Lutheran Church
April 3 2026

Call to Worship and Prayer

Opening~ Hymn #78
“The Old Rugged Cross”

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suff’ring and shame;

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.

Refrain:

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown.

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary. (Refrain)

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see;

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died
To pardon and sanctify me. (Refrain)

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true,

Its shame and reproach gladly bear;

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,
Where His glory forever I’ll share. (Refrain)

Scripture Reading: John 19:16-30

So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to
the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription

and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in
Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do
not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, [ am
King of the Jews.”” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have
written.”

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments
and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his
tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to
bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for
it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says,

“They divided my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”
So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were
his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your
son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from
that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to
fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so
they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it
to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord ~Thanks Be To God!

Song: Praise Chorus #22

The Power of the Cross

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day;
Christ on the road to Calvary.

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.

(Chorus)

This the power of the cross:
Christ became sin for us.

Took the blame, bore the wrath;



We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,

Bearing the awesome weight of sin.

Every bitter thought,

Every evil deed crowning Your bloodstained brow. (Chorus)

Now the daylight flees; Now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.

Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life-
“Finished!” the victory cry. (Chorus)

Oh, to see my name written in the wounds,
For through Your suffering [ am free.

Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love! (Chorus)

Meditation: Hymns of the Cross

Praise Chorus #10
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure,

How great the pain of searing loss.
The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon the cross,
My sin upon His shoulders.
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished;

His dying breath has brought me life.
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything:
No gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ:
His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.

But this [ know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Hymn #63
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (verse 1)”

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Hymn #544
“Power in the Blood (verse 1-3)”

Would you be free from your burden of sin?
There’s pow’r in the blood,

pow’r in the blood;

Would you o’er evil a victory win?

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

Refrain:

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder-working pow’r
In the blood of the Lamb;

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder-working pow’r
In the precious blood of the Lamb.

Would you be free from your passion and pride?
There’s pow’r in the blood,

pow’r in the blood;

Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide—
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain)

Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?
There’s pow’r in the blood,



pow’r in the blood;
Sin stains are lost in its life-giving flow—
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain)

Hymn #64

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory (verse 1-2)”

In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.

Hymn #533
“At Calvary (verse 1 & 3)”

Years I spent in vanity and pride,
Caring not my Lord was crucified,
Knowing not it was for me He died
On Calvary.

Refrain:

Mercy there was great and grace was free,
Pardon there was multiplied to me,

There my burdened soul found liberty—
At Calvary.

Now I’ve given to Jesus everything;
Now I gladly own Him as my King;
Now my raptured soul can only sing
Of Calvary. (Refrain)

Hymn #518

“Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It (verse 1)”

Redeemed—how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;

Redeemed thru His infinite mercy—
His child, and forever, I am.

Refrain:

Redeemed, redeemed,

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed, redeemed,

His child, and forever, I am.

Hymn #515

“Room at the Cross for You (verse 1)”

The cross upon which Jesus died

Is a shelter in which we can hide;

And its grace so free is sufficient for me,
And deep is its fountain—as wide as the sea.

Refrain:

There’s room at the cross for you,
There’s room at the cross for you;
Tho’ millions have come,

There’s still room for one—

Yes, there’s room at the cross for you.

“Are You Washed in the Blood (verse 1 & 4)”

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb

Chorus

Are you washed in the blood

In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb

Are your garments spotless are they white as snow
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb

Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin
And be washed in the blood of the Lamb
There's a fountain flowing for the soul unclean
O be washed in the blood of the Lamb (Chorus)



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us

from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Thank you for worshiping with us tonight.
May you be strengthened for His works this week.
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